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The BULLETIN is your source for information and upd ates on current issues facing our schools  

How do we support students who 
struggle in school? Well, when the 
IDEA first examined this issue in 
2004, there was very little 
information on how our schools 
were doing in closing the gap 
between students who performed 
well and those who struggled. We 
decided that we needed better 
information.  
The first phase of the IDEA 
r e s e a r c h  b eg a n  wi t h  “ a 
comparative analysis of education 
indicators between Iqaluit, Nunavut 
and the ov eral l  Canadian 
population” derived from the 2001 
and 1996 censuses. We released 

the results of that research in 
November 2005i.  
This month the IDEA released a 
report on the second phase of our 
research program. which focused 
on those students in our schools 
who are struggling and at risk of 
dropping out.  
“Problem learners.  Kids who “fall 
through the cracks”. Potential 
dropouts. Truants. Students who 
are somehow left behind.  These 
are all terms that have been used 
over the years to describe 
Canadian students who have not 
kept up with their classmates in 
m e e t i n g  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l 
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benchmarks set by our provinces 
and territories. In recent years, 
these students have been given 
the general description of being ‘at 
r i sk ’ ” .  W e hav e compi led 
information on the number of 
students in our schools who are 
struggling, and what, if any, 
remedial programs are available to 
help them.  
We think this information is 
important in order to identify where 
targeted investments need to be 
made in our schools to help those 
students who are struggling.  

See STRUGGLING STUDENTS  pg. 3 
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     The Iqaluit District Education 
Authority would like to thank the 
agencies that contribute funding to 
very important areas of our schools. 
We are in the second year of 
funding from the Canadian Auto 
Workers Social Justice Fund, who 
have agreed to fund half the costs 
of our Breakfast Program for three 
years. Our application for funding 
the balance of the costs for the 
Breakfast Program was approved 
by Brighter Futures again this year. 
Our breakfast program costs about 
$50,000 a year to run and would be 
a great loss if we did not have 
funding.� 
     In November we applied for 
funding under the New Horizons for 
Seniors Program for an Elders in 

the School Program. We are 
pleased to announce that the 
proposal was accepted and that 
we have elders working with 
students in all the schools in 
Iqaluit. This program promotes 
the sharing of knowledge and 
skills by elders, students and 
teachers. 

     The IDEA would also like to 
thank the Healthy Children’s 
Initiative (HCI) for their support 
in funding special programs in 
our schools for children with 
hearing problems. HCI has 
funded this program since 
2003. This program has been a 
great success in the work the 
schools are doing with hearing 
impaired students. 

ELDERS IN THE SCHOOLS 

BREAKFAST  
PROGRAM 
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If you have any questions or comments. If you have any questions or comments. If you have any questions or comments.    
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SCHOOL CONDUCT POLICY 

Last year, the IDEA began a review of the Discipline 
Policy used in Iqaluit schools. The policy was last 
revised in 2000, and many changes have taken place 
since that time. 

The IDEA interviewed teachers, school counsellors, 
student support teachers and parents. The topic was 
discussed last year, in our Education Forum as part of 
our AGM Meeting in November  2005 and on a CBC 
radio talk show . Discipline policies from other schools 
boards were also reviewed. 

After many months of review and discussion, the IDEA 
has produced a new policy called the School Conduct 
Policy. The first draft was tabled at our May 8, 2006 
meeting. The policy will go through three drafts before 
the final reading. If anyone would like to review and 
comment on the proposed policy, please contact our 
office at 979-5314 for a copy of the proposed policy.  

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION 

This is a reminder to all parents with children born in 
2001 to ensure your child is registered for school. 
During the month of May the Public Health Centre is 
setting up appointments for your children to have a 
check-up and immunization shot. If you have not made 
an appointment to have your child/children starting 
kindergarten immunized, please call Public Health 
today. And, if your child has not been registered for 
school yet, please stop by the school your child will be 
attending and register.�  

NEW MEMBER 

The IDEA would like to extend a warm welcome to Lori 
Idlout who joined the IDEA in May and will complete the 
term until the elections in October, 2006. Lori moved to 
Iqaluit in 1998 and has been Executive Director of the 
Embrace Life Foundation for the past two years. Having 
students in three of the Iqaluit Schools means she has 
plenty of experience with education, from a parent’s 
viewpoint. 

 IDEA WEBSITE 

�Parents! Please see the IDEA website for information 
on education issues in our schools. The website 
continues to be developed and added to, but you can 
read past newsletters, our preliminary comments on the 
new Education Act and our research paper on 
Nunavut’s Education Gap. The site can be reached at 
www.Iqaluitdea.net 
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INTENSIVE FRENCH 

�The IDEA in partnership with the Department of 
Education is moving forward on plans to introduce  
“Intensive French” at the Grade 7 level beginning in 
September 2006.  Parents with children in Grade 6 this 
year, are encouraged to contact IDEA office manager 
Alice Ladner or Aqsarniit principal Darlene Nuqingnag 
to learn more about the “Intensive French” program. 
Funding for Intensive French is provided by the 
Government of Canada.  

INUKSUK HIGH SCHOOL RENOVATIONS 

�Planning is proceeding on major renovations to the 
Inukshuk high school. The contract for architectural 
services is expected to be awarded in the coming 
months followed by intensive program planning for  
the facility. It is expected that construction will begin 
in 2007.  

BERGER REPORT  

Last month, Thomas Berger released his long awaited 
Conciliator’s Final Report on the Implementation 
Contract for the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement. Why 
does this impact our schools? In the report, Mr. Berger 
discusses at length the quality of the Nunavut education 
system and its link to Inuit entering the workforce in 
Nunavut. We have reviewed the report in detail and 
support many of his recommendations. If you would like 
a copy of the report please contact Alice Ladner at the 
IDEA office, 979-5314. �
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     In 1989 Skills/Compétences Canada® (S/CC) was 
started as a national, not-for-profit organization to 
promote careers in skilled trades 
and technologies to Canadian 
youth.  

������ The organization offers skilled 
trades and technology competitions 
at the regional, provincial/ territorial, 
national and international levels. 
Through these competitions, Skills 
Canada helps make these 
occupations more visible for 
teachers, students, parents and the 
general public.  

������ In September, 2005, Skills 
Canada Nunavut was formed. The  
New Nunavut branch competed  
last year at the National level, 
winning one gold and one silver 
medal.  
�����This year, interest and participation has grown in 

Nunavut with a large number of Skills Clubs being 
offered such as Graphic and Webpage Design, 

Workplace Safety, 
Carpentry, and 
Hairdressing.  

      Tuesday, April 11, 
2006 at Inuksuk High 

School - Skills Canada 
Nunavut hosted  their 

First Annual Skills 
Competition. Students 
and apprentices from 

across the territory 
competed in different 

skilled trade and 
technology areas.  

 For more information 
on Skills Canada 
Nunavut you can 

contact  
Michelle Jacquard at  975-6574 or by e-mail at 

michellej@skillscanada.com�
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It’s not all work at Skills Canada. On March XX, In uksuk High held their 
annual Cardboard Boat Races at the Iqaluit Pool. Pu t on by Skills Can-
ada, the students build their boats out of cardboar d, then hold races to 
see who has the most sea-worthy vessel.  

STRUGGLING STUDENTS 
Continued from page 1 
 

What are our 5 recommendations to the Governmentof Nunavut for interventions? 
 
1. Start Early : A significant number of students entering our schools in kindergarten do not have the minimum 

language development skills to cope in school. High quality early childhood bilingual language programs can 
reduce risk of failing at school entry. 

2. Establish Permanent Funding for Remedial Programs :  There is a significant gap between the need for, and 
provision of, remedial instruction at all grade levels in our schools. Targeted investment in remedial programs 
should begin at the K-5 level.  

3. Increase the Availablity of Regular and Consistent Assessment and Counselling Services :  Our ‘at risk’ 
students require regularly accessible services (Early Intervention, Occupational Therapy, Physiotherapy, 
Language and Speech Therapy and psychologists) for early diagnosis of, and intervention with, learning 
disabilities.  

4. Specialized Interventions  Must Move From Being Spec ial, Short-Term Projects to Become Base Funded 
Programs : For too long, essential programs to help with struggling students have depended on 3rd party funding 
that is not guaranteed each year. Our ‘at risk’ students need programs that are funded through the school funding 
formula. 

5. Bilingual Education Needs to Commence Immediately a t the Early Grades:   The success of the bilingual 
education strategy introduced by the Government of Nunavut in November 2004 depends on an injection of new, 
targeted  resources in schools for being bilingual programming. 

The IDEA plans to continue its research program in our schools, because through this effort we hope to direct 
spending into the gaps in our schools.  
i  Iqaluit District Education Authority (IDEA) “The Education Gap: An Examination of the Issues.” Published Report.  
   November 2005. 
ii  The Quality of Public Education in Canada: Students at Risk. The Learning Partnership. Fall 2004. page 1. 
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     The Iqaluit District Education Authority meets twice 
a month between September and June each year. The 
meetings are open to the public and you are invited to 
attend and discover what is happening in education 
and in Iqaluit Schools. 
     If you would like to speak at the meeting, you may 
contact the IDEA office at 979-5314 to make 
arrangements with Alice Ladner to attend the meeting 
as a delegate. Delegations are allotted 15 minutes to 
speak. A maximum of two delegations are booked per 
meeting. 

MEETING DATES 
JUNE 12, 2006 

This is the final meeting  
for this school year .  

     2006 is election year when Iqaluit citizens go to the 
polls to elect a new IDEA. The IDEA needs committed 
parents and community volunteers who are concerned 
about the quality of public education in our community. 
Please think about serving your community through 
the IDEA by running for office this year. 

The meetings are normally held at Nakasuk School at 
7:00 p.m. Please contact the office before attending  
to ensure no changes have been made to the date  
or location. 
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At the March 16th IDEA Meeting the 2006-2007 School Calendar 
was approved. Following are the important dates for next year: 

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL: 

Inuksuk High School —            Wednesday, August 30, 2006 
Joamie Elementary School —  Tuesday, September 5, 2006 
Nakasuk Elementary School—Tuesday, September 5, 2006 
Aqsarniit Middle School—       Tuesday, September 5, 2006 

LABOUR DAY HOLIDAY 

 Inuksuk High only—      Monday, September 4, 2006 

THANKSGIVING DAY—    Monday, October 9, 2006 
REMEMBRANCE DAY—   Friday, November 10, 2006 
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS —   Friday, December 15, 2006  (p.m.) 
      to Tuesday, January 2, 2007 
PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT —    Monday, February 26, 2007 to 
     Friday, March 3, 2007 

SPRING BREAK/EASTER—  Thursday, April 5, 2007 (p.m.)  
      to Friday, April 13, 2007 
VICTORIA DAY—     Monday, May 21, 2007 
LAST DAY OF SCHOOL: 

Inuksuk High School—     Tuesday, June 26, 2007 

Aqsarniit Middle School—     Wednesday, June 27, 2007 

Joamie Elementary School—    Wednesday, June 27, 2007 

Nakasuk Elementary School—  Wednesday, June 27, 2007 

�����������
�	
����	����
���

��������	�
����	�
��
����������	�������
�������������������������� ������!��"�#�  ������!�

�$!����!����� ���$%�

������������������������������������������������������������������������� ���

������ If you are planning to move from one area of 
Iqaluit to another, this could affect which school your 
child should be attending. There are two school dis-
tricts for Kindergarten – Grade 5 students in Iqaluit. If 
you live in the Nakasuk catchment area and want 
your child enrolled in Joamie School or vice versa, 
you must submit a written request to the IDEA.  
     If you move from one school district to another in 
the middle of the school year and you want your child 
to remain in the school they began the school year in, 
you must submit a written request to the IDEA.  
     In general, the IDEA will determine if a request 
can be approved based on consultations with the 
Principal and the capacity of the school.  


