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The Iqaluit District Education 
Authority elected Christa Kunuk as 
the Chairperson  for the 2005 year. 

 
 

 
 

Outgoing chairperson, Andrew 
Tagak Sr., nominated Christa Kunuk 
for the position and was pleased 
with her election. “I am delighted that 
someone with Christa’s experience 
has stepped forward to lead the 
IDEA,” said Andrew after the voting. 
The rest of the members thanked 
Andrew for bringing his knowledge 
and leadership skills to the position 
of Chairperson and guiding them 

through the first year of their three-
year term.  
Andrew was elected as Vice-
Chairperson for the next year. 
 For this year the IDEA will focus 
on improving conditions in schools 
as its number one priority.  
The next meeting of the IDEA is 
scheduled for Tuesday, February 
15, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the library 
at Nakasuk School. All members of 
the public are welcome to attend. 
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 Resources on the Internet  

 The Ontario Ministry of Education 
has published two booklets to help 
parents work with their children in 
developing math and reading skills. 
The publications titled “Helping 
your child to learn math – A 
parent’s guide”  and “Helping your 
child learn to read – A parent’s 
guide” are available at 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/
brochure 
 Another publication for parents, as 
well as principals and teachers 
available on this site is:  “Me Read? 
No Way! A practical guide to 
improving boy’s literacy skills”.  

How parents can 
contribute to our 

schools 

How can you support your child’s 
education? Research has 
demonstrated that there is a 
direct relationship between 
parental involvement in a child’s 
education and the child’s 
success in school.  Students with 
parents who take an active 
interest in their school work, 
perform better in class, have 
better attendance, advance to 
higher grades, and have more 
positive relationships with 
teachers.  How can you become 
more involved? 

·  Follow your child’s progress in 
school and help with homework 
and projects. 

·  Attend school events, including 
parent-teacher interviews. 

· Volunteer in the classroom. 
(As little as one-half hour in the 
classroom can make a 
difference!) 

· Become a parent 
representative on IDEA 
committees.  

Christa Kunuk 
 IDEA  

Chairperson 
2005-2006 

BUSING PROBLEMS 

The IDEA would like to apologize 
for the problems we had last 
month with the buses. January had 
unusually cold temperatures and 
that caused significant problems 
keeping the buses running. 
We appreciate the willingness of 
parents to help get their and their 
neighbour’s children to school and 
home again. Parents willing to help 
with car-pooling at times like these 
are greatly appreciated.  
If you are willing to car-pool in 
case of a bus  breakdown, please 
call our office at 979-5314 and 
leave your contact information. Our 
Administrator will call you when 
there is a need for your assistance. 
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Aqsarniit Middle School 
Katherine Trumper 

Aseena Allurut 

Inuksuk High School 

Karliin Aariak 
Mike Courtney 

Joamie Elementary School 

Aseena Allurut 
Andrew Tagak Sr. 

 
Nakasuk Elementary School 

Katherine Trumper 
Aseena Allurut 

Kathy Smith 
 

If you are interested in being a 
member of one of these  

committees, please contact: 

 Alice Ladner at 979-5314 
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Sean Maloney

Mike Courtney

Katherine Trumper

Andrew Tagak Sr.

Alice Ladner
Administrator

Aseena Allurut

Christa Kunuk 
Chairperson 

Tel (h) 979-4093  
kakudluk@hotmail.com 

Karliin Aariak 
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Aseena Allurut 
Vice-Chairperson 
Tel (h) 979-0769 

pukak@nunanet.com 



We are very pleased to announce that Darlene 
Nuqingaq, our principal at Aqsarniit Middle 
School has been recognized as one of Canada’s 
Outstanding Principals™. This first annual award 
is sponsored by the Ontario based Learning 
Partnership in association with the Canadian 
Association of Principals. The award has been 
established “to recognize the unique and crucial 
contribution that principals of publicly funded 
schoo ls make to the  communi ty” . 
Darlene will be attending a leadership forum and 
award ceremony in Toronto on February 23-26, 
2005 where she will have the opportunity to 
discuss and reflect on leadership issues with 
recognized leaders from the educational, social, 
cultural and business communities. 
 

 Congratulations Darlene! 
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FUNDING FORMULA TO BE 
UPDATED 
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MORE CLASSROOM SUPPORT NEEDED 
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‘We hope the new formula will mean more 
than a simplified  formula. We hope it 

results in a new level of investment directly 
in the classroom’. 
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UNDERSTANDING YOUR 
CHILD’S REPORT CARD  

�The Parent-Teacher conferences are the best times for 
parents to learn what they should expect of their children 
in terms of achievement and about the teacher's goals 
for the year.  

2ND TERM REPORT CARDS  
ARE COMING OUT IN MARCH 

Let your child know that you plan to have a 
conference with the teacher. Ask your child what 
he/she would like you to discuss. 

HOW TO PREPARE FOR A  
PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCE 

Please be on time for your interview. If there is a conflict 
with your schedule, contact the school and arrange a 
more convenient time.  

 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 
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UNDERSTANDING   
YOUR CHILD’S REPORT CARD 

(continued) 

 

Making a plan will help you and the teacher 
make best use of time.  

Make a list of things to TELL the teacher about you r 
child: favorite subjects; after-school activities; home 
responsibilities; difficulties in school; etc. 

Make a list of things to ASK the teacher:  tests and 
grades; homework, materials and books used in class; 
school/classroom policies; attitude and behaviour in class 

�WHAT DO I DO DURING THE PARENT-
TEACHER CONFERENCE? 

· Take a few minutes at the beginning of the conference 
to review your lists of things to tell the teacher about your 
child and  your questions concerning your child and 
school. 

· Read through your child’s report card carefully.  

· Ask the teacher for an explanation of any words or 
expressions you do not understand.  

· Ask about how your child is graded and how the final 
grade is arrived at. 

· Listen carefully and make notes as the teacher talk s 
about your child's progress. 

· Stop the teacher at any time and ask for a more 
detailed explanation if you do not understand. 

· Plan with the teacher on how both of you can help your 
child be successful in school. 

The Iqaluit District  
Education Authority (IDEA) 
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The winning logo will be chosen by  

The Iqaluit District Education Authority 
(IDEA) 

Submit your entry with  
your Name, Grade and School to: 

  Logo Contest – IDEA General Manager  
P.O. Box 235, Iqaluit, NU X0A 0H0  

Logo Requirements:  
�� The Logo should be no larger than 20 x 20 cm 
 
�  The Letters ‘IDEA’ and the words ‘Iqaluit  
     District Education Authority’ (in syllabics) must  
     be incorporated into the design. 
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All students in the Iqaluit District Education 
Authority Schools are invited to enter 
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�The Iqaluit District Education Authority (IDEA) is pleased to announce that Joamie School will be opening on March 1, 2005.The construction of Joamie School has proceeded 
ahead of schedule and the classrooms will be ready for the teachers to set-up in the last week of February. All parents of Joamie School students will be invited to an open house on 
February 28, 2005 to see where their children’s classroom is and learn about traffic and bus movement on school property.  
Any parent who is free on Friday, February 25 in the afternoon or Monday, February 28 to help the teachers at Joamie take down their classrooms, or set them up, please call the 
school at 979-6206. 
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