
      In the last year Nunavut has experienced a dizzying yet welcome 
array of announcements from the Federal government about key 
investments in Nunavut infrastructure and services.  
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The BULLETIN is your source for information and upd ates on current issues facing the IDEA  
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     Our Federal Government is 
investing $20 million for housing, 
$15.5 million for health services, 
and $55 million for infrastructure 
over the next five years. There is 
$40 million to 
implement a Northern 
Strategy in Nunavut and 
municipalities will 
receive $37.5 million a 
year for infrastructure 
through rebates from 
the gas tax. A further  
$6 million a year is 
being invested for economic 
development, and up to $35 million 
a year for environmental clean-ups.  

     Absent from this impressive list 
of unprecedented Federal 

investment in Nunavut is any 
money for public education 
because public education is seen 
as exclusively the jurisdiction of 
provinces and territories. Thus, 

unlike housing, health and 
municipal infrastructure, where the 
Federal government are making 
strategic investments, new 
investments in public education will 

have to come from the Government 
of Nunavut to dramatically improve 
results in our schools. Nunavut 
needs to narrow the gap with the 
rest of Canada on student  

  achievement.  And there 
  is a gap.   
       Nunavut lags far 
  behind  the rest of the 
  country, including the 
  NWT and Yukon, when 
  the performance of the  
  public education system  
  is measured by 

graduation rates. Nunavut’s 
graduation rate  (measured by the 
number of  graduates from high  
 

See PUBLIC EDUCATION, pg. 2 

Now is the time for bold initiatives  
in education to begin closing the  
education gap in Nunavut.  
And there is a gap.  

BRIGHTER FUTURES 
     The IDEA introduced a 
breakfast program three years ago 
after research showed that 
students learn faster and easier if 
they have eaten breakfast before 
coming to school. To ensure that all 
children had the same advantage 
in the classroom, a breakfast 
program was introduced at all four 
of our schools. Any child can 
participate in the breakfast program 
if they miss breakfast for any 
reason. Recently our application to 
the Brighter Futures program 
received approval, meaning that 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS  
our breakfast program can continue 
through next year. A big thank you 
to our new partner – Brighter 
Futures.  

CANADIAN AUTO WORKERS 
     As we went to press with this 
newsletter we also learned that our 
application to the Canadian Auto 
Workers Social Justice Fund was 
also approved which will ensure 
partial funding for the breakfast 
program through 2008. We will 
have more information on this 
tremendous support from the CAW 
in our next issue, but in the 
meantime we want to extend a 

heartfelt thanks to the CAW for 
their continuing support, and to our 
MLA Hunter Tootoo for his efforts 
at ensuring this important program 
continues.  
NATIONAL CRIME PREVENTION 

STRATEGY 
     The IDEA would also like to 
thank the National Crime 
Prevention Strategy for approving 
our application for funding  
research surrounding ‘at risk’ 
students and successful program 
interventions. The results of this 
research is expected in the fall.    



Update On New Schools and Expansions 
     First of all, congratulations to Joamie students and 
staff on the successful move and opening 
ceremonies for their new school. The IDEA would like 
to thank Nakasuk staff and students, Aqsarniit staff 
and students and l’École des Trois Soleils staff and 
students, for hosting Joamie school classes for the 
past two years.  

      The IDEA high school sub-committee has been 
busy working with Inuksuk staff and Education and 

Public Works officials on plans for 
a new high school. Discussions 

are underway now to determine if 
a new high school will be built or if 

it is more cost effective to 
renovate the existing school. Over 

the coming months, the design 
committee will be discussing the  

See SCHOOL EXPANSION, pg. 3 
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Joamie School held their official opening on March 24, 2005. 
Above: Principal David Serkoak is presented with a plaque, and a 
qudluq. L. to R.: Christa Kunuk, IDEA Chairperson, Hon. Paul 
Okalik, Premier of Nunavut, David Serkoak, Principal of Joamie 
School and Hon. Ed Picco, Minister of Education. 
Right: Students of Joamie School show their talents at drum danc-
ing during the Official Opening of Joamie School. 

school divided by the total population of 
that age) in 2002/03 was 25.6 percent. 
The Canadian graduation rate was 75.6 
percent. The NWT rate was 43.3 percent 
and the Yukon was 57.2 percent. 

EDUCATION GAP  
     This education gap that Nunavut has 
with the other Territories and Canada can 
only narrow through significant new 
spending in our schools. Since 1999, there 
has been a 32 per cent increase in 
spending in Nunavut’s Department of 
Education. However, we were surprised to 
learn that the Education Department 
lagged well behind other Departments in 
the percentage change to its budget over 
that period. Thus, the recent 
announcement by Minister Picco of a 10.5 
increase to the Department’s budget is 
welcome news. We hope it is the 
beginning of a sustained new investment 
in our schools that will result in smaller 
classroom sizes, increased training and 
development for our teachers and 
principals, and most importantly, new 
levels of investment in specialized 
programs for our students.   

‘AT RISK STUDENTS’ 
     The recent budget increases 
announced for our schools will begin to 
reverse a 20-year trend of increasing class 
sizes, and reduced support in the class-
room. The IDEA believes that several 

more years of additional funding on the 
same scale are required to put our schools 
on a solid footing and able to address the 
wide range of student needs.   
     For example, our schools urgently need 
programs for our ‘at risk students’  - ‘at risk 
students’ are those individuals facing 
challenges that makes them highly 
susceptible to dropping out of school. 
These students need extra help with 
reading and math,  particularly at the 
transition grades (Kindergarten, 5 and 7). 
Our schools need Classroom Assistants in 
all K-5 classes to ensure no child is left 
behind. Our schools need regular 
diagnostic assessments and follow-up 
support for those students who are 
struggling in class.  

RESTORING LONG LOST PROGRAMS  

     We hope that Minister Picco’s 
announcement of continued changes to 
the school funding formula will eventually 
restore important programs that have been 
lost in our schools, such as support for 
libraries, music, art, nutrition, health and in 
some cases, physical education 
programming. These programs are key to 
creating the next generation of good 
citizens in Nunavut.  

     Now is the time, for our Government to 
make a significant and sustained 
investment in our schools. 

Several 
more 
years of 
additional 
funding 
on the 
same 
scale are 
required 
to put our 
schools 
on a solid 
footing 

Continued from pg. 1 — PUBLIC EDUCATION  



     This year’s Education budget also featured a new 
$199,000 contribution for the establishment of a school 
board overseeing l’École des Trois Soleils. The IDEA  
was pleased to see this development for Iqaluit’s French 
school. It raises the issue of school boards overseeing 
the operation of Iqaluit schools. 

     The Commission Scolaire Français will be an 
independent school board reporting directly to the 
Minister of Education. Undoubtedly, the issue of whether 
Iqaluit schools should evolve to school board status (as it 
is in Yellowknife) will be the subject of discussion in the 
forthcoming development of a new Education Act.  
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SCHOOL  
DISCIPLINE  

POLICY 
     The IDEA has decided to review and update the 
School Discipline Policy. We will try to establish a  
reasonable set of behaviour expectations to ensure that 
students work, study and play in a safe environment. 
This review will require a great deal of research but we 
hope to have the first draft ready for the beginning of the 
2005/2006 school year.  

Parents:  
If you are interested in participating in  

this review please contact our administrator  
at 979-5314. 

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS 
     The IDEA is looking for Inuktitut-speaking substitute 
teachers for our schools. As there are few certified teach-
ers available to substitute for teachers who are absent 
from classes due to illness or a leave of absence, the 
IDEA accepts applications from people who are looking 
for part-time employment. We are particularly concerned 
about establishing a roster of Inuktitut speaking substi-
tute teachers as this is where there is greatest shortage 
of help.  
     If you enjoy working with children and youth, can 
read and speak Inuktitut, and would like to earn a 
part-time income, call our administrator and have 
your name put on the substitute teacher list.  

It may be a wonderful  
experience. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO L’ÉCOLE 
DES TROIS SOLEILS! 
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various program spaces that will be included in the 
school, including whether it is possible to collaborate 
with other agencies to include a community theatre/ 
auditorium in the project. The targeted completion 
date for a new high school is September 2009. 

AQSARNIIT EXPANSION 
     The Aqsarniit sub-committee has also been busy 
working with Aqsarniit staff, Education and Public 
Works officials on the planned expansion to the 
middle school which begins this month when the first 
piles are driven. The expansion to Aqsarniit school is 
scheduled to take place over the next 18 months with 
the targeted completion date being August 2006. 

PARENTS SHOULD REMIND CHILDREN 
      Parents of Aqsarniit students should remind their 
children to avoid walking or playing near the 
construction site as there will be heavy equipment at 
work. The construction site will be strictly off limits for 
all students. The Aqsarniit gym will be unavailable for 
the month of September while the exterior wall is 
demolished so alternative arrangements are being 
discussed for gym classes.  

NEW RESOURCES FOR 
OUR SCHOOLS 

     The announcement by Minister Picco of new posi-
tions for schools will have an immediate impact in 
Iqaluit. Minister Picco recently met with our school 
principals and IDEA chair Christa Kunuk to announce 
the following changes to our school funding: 
      NAKASUK     JOAMIE     AQSARNIIT     INUKSUK  
Teachers .5 1.0                   2.5 

Program  .5   
Support  

Language                1.0         .5 
Specialist  

Custodian  .5   .5         .5  

Student  
Support            2.0            1.0                1.5              2.0 
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     If you are moving out of Iqaluit in the coming 
months, and don’t want to move all those books  
your children have outgrown, the IDEA will take them 
for you! The IDEA will re-distribute them to students 
who need more books at home. Please call our  
IDEA Administrator, Alice Ladner if you want to 
donate books. Even if you are not moving, the IDEA 
will gladly take unwanted children’s books off your 
hands! 

PLEASE CONTACT: ALICE at 979-5314. 
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     The Minister of Education has announced that public consultations on the 
development a new Education Act will begin this month. We look forward to 
a public debate on issues of importance in education.  
     We noted this month, that the Premier of British Columbia has set out a 
10-year vision for his province, by setting 5 goals, the second goal of which 
is “to become the best educated, most literate jurisdiction in North America”. 
Nunavut can be that too! 
     The IDEA will need help in reviewing the new Education Act. 
     If you have skills in reviewing legislation or just want to understand more 
about the importance of legislation on our schools, we need volunteers to sit 
on a committee to review the new Education Act. If you are interested, 
please contact our administrator at 979-5314. 
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If you have any If you have any If you have any 

questions or questions or questions or    
comments. comments. comments.    

     The Minister of Health and 
Social Services is trying to 
encourage students of Nunavut to 
make healthier drink choices than 
pop, which is the beverage of 
choice for a large majority of 
Nunavut students. 

NOT SELLING POP 
     Terry Young, Principal of 
Inuksuk High School says, “We 
have not sold pop at our school for 
more than a year. We do some-
times give away pop, but only when 
we have a special celebration .” 
     Packages on the Drop the Pop 
campaign were distributed to all the 
Jr. High teachers and are being 
used as part of their health 
program. 

CHILDREN DRINKING  
TOO MUCH POP 

     Our society appears to be 
drinking too much pop, especially 

CONGRATULATIONS CAROL HORN 

our youth. Many children as young 
as one-year-old are being given pop 
to drink, which means other, more 
nutritious beverages are being 
displaced from the diet.  

HEALTH  
PROBLEMS 

     Drinking pop is a major cause of 
tooth decay and also causes weight 
gain which leads to diabetes. 

Dental disease is reaching epidemic 
proportions among young children.  

SUGAR AND ACID 
     Pop is mostly sugar and acid 
which attacks the teeth and leads to 
cavities. Babies and very young 
children should not be given pop, 
especially in bottles.  

Older children should drink pop in 
moderation and brush their teeth 
immediately afterwards. 
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Parents, you can help your 
children achieve their goals 
by making sure they go to 
school every day. 

Beginning this September, Aqsarniit Vice-
principal Carol Horn will be moving to  
Nakasuk School to become Principal. 
Carol  brings 25 years of education and 
northern teaching experience to this new 
job. It may be a new job for Carol but its 
not a new school. Carol taught at  
Nakasuk many years ago when IDEA 
chair Christa Kunuk’s dad was principal 
there. Congratulations Carol! 


